MINUTES  OF  MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  GREYSTONES  MUNICIPAL  DISTRICT   HELD   IN   CIVIC  OFFICES,  GREYSTONES  ON  TUESDAY  30TH  JULY  2019
________________________________________________________________________________
Present:
Councillor T. Fortune, Cathaoirleach

Councillors M. Crean, D. Mitchell, L. Scott, G. Walsh, & J. Whitmore 

Also Present:

Mr. R. O’Hanlon, Greystones Municipal District Engineer
Ms. M. Porter, Greystones Municipal District Administrator 

Ms. K. Coughlan, Greystones Municipal District
Apologies:

Mr. M. Nicholson, Greystones Municipal District Manager 

________________________________________________________________________________
At the outset votes of sympathy were passed to the Byrne Family on the death of Pheilam Byrne; the O’Neill family on the death of Michael O’Neill and to Councillor Fortune and his wife Anne on the death of Anne’s mother Nancy Minogue.  A minutes silence was observed in memory of the deceased.
1.  CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES

(a) It was proposed by Councillor G. Walsh, seconded by Councillor D. Mitchell and agreed that the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 30th April 2019, as circulated, be confirmed and signed by the Cathaoirleach.

(b) It was proposed by Councillor J. Whitmore, seconded by Councillor M. Crean and agreed that the minutes of the first annual meeting held on 11th June 2019, as circulated, be confirmed and signed by the Cathaoirleach.

2. GREYSTONES  SCHEDULE  OF  MUNICIPAL  DISTRICT  WORKS  FOR  2019

The Cathaoirleach welcomed Mr. Brian Gleeson, Head of Finance, Wicklow County Council, to the meeting.

Mr. Gleeson gave an outline of the budget process.  He explained that the process started with the Councillors deciding on Local Property Tax for the year, followed by the General Municipal District allocations and the overall budget for the county which were normally agreed in November each year.  He pointed out that the adoption of the Schedule of Municipal District Works was the final part of the budget process and really only rubber-stamped what had already been agreed.  He pointed out that the SMDW was prepared, usually in April or May each year, when details of the roads grants for the year were available.
Mr. Gleeson informed the members that if the Municipal District Councillors did not adopt the SMDW, then it had to be referred to the full Council and if it was not adopted by the full Council, then all non-essential works in the district would be ceased.

In relation to the breakdown of how monies were allocated across the municipal districts, Mr. Gleeson stated that while the Greystones MD may get less per person in the district, it got the biggest slice per size of district.  He pointed out that many factors were taken into account in the allocations such as the number of fire stations, social housing, recycling centres, sports facilities, harbours, arts centres, etc. in each district.  He stated that each district was allocated a sum per house for housing maintenance based on the number of social houses in the district.
Members expressed the view that Greystones MD was almost as big as Bray MD but got a substantially smaller amount of funding.  They stated that a high amount of Local Property Tax and development levies were generated in the Greystones district but that very little money was spent here.  They pointed out that no funding was provided for the harbour in Greystones. They spoke about the need for public toilets at the harbour and the requirement for additional funding for the Delgany by-pass.  They were critical of the fact that housing land in the Greystones MD was intended to be sold off to fund educational facilities in the Wicklow MD, while the proceeds of land sales in the Bray MD were able to be kept within the Bray MD for works there.

Members spoke about the high number of complaints they received about lack of infrastructure in the district.  They were critical of the low number of outdoor staff in the Greystones Municipal District compared to the other districts.  They also referred to the huge community involvement in providing some of the facilities that already exist here and they stated that because these are now run by private companies some groups could not afford to use them.  They stated that they needed to be focused on getting additional facilities in the district.  They were critical of the whole budget process and the lack of clarity for the members when adopting the various stages of the budget.  Some members were not in favour of increasing LPT and they enquired what could be done to increase funding for the district in future years.  Some expressed the view that the Council should not allow any increase in the population of the district in the next Development Plan.  They expressed the view that the Delgany Main Street should be upgraded and the Delgany By Pass road should be completed as a matter of urgency.
Mr. B Gleeson informed the members that the main sources of income for the Council were LPT, commercial rates, government grants and other miscellaneous income.  He stated that while the budget system was frustrating, it had to be worked with until such time as the Government decided to change it.  He pointed out that the new valuations for LPT had been postponed for at least another year and that there would be no increase in commercial rates because of the recent change in valuations.  He stated that the members of Greystones Municipal District could agree to impose a charge for parking in the Park and Ride car park and that any income generated from that would be retained in the GMD.  
Mr. Gleeson stated that development levies were separate to the revenue budget.  He pointed out that the Levy Scheme was updated annually following input from the District Engineers and that it required Departmental approval. 

Following discussion Councillor G. Walsh proposed that the members adopt the 2019 Greystones Schedule of Municipal District Works and Councillor L. Scott seconded this.  Councillors M. Crean, T. Fortune & J. Whitmore voted in favour.   Councillor D. Mitchell abstained.

The Cathaoirleach thanked Mr. Gleeson for attending the meeting.

3. UPDATE  ON  GREYSTONES  HARBOUR  DEVELOPMENT 

The District Administrator circulated a report and map outlining progress on the harbour development.
Following discussion it was agreed to request details of the boardwalk from the Council as it was apparently now going to be just a footpath and not an actual boardwalk.  It was also agreed to seek details of when the Part 8 would be prepared.  Members expressed concern about the dual role of the harbour master who was employed by B. J. Marinas but also regulated their activities at the harbour.  Members expressed concern about the dangers caused by people diving into the harbour in front of boats and they requested that an alternative diving platform as suggested at a meeting last summer should be provided.  Members also requested that additional litter bins, and more regular emptying of the bins, be provided at the harbour.
In relation to the provision of facilities for fishermen, the Cathaoirleach stated that following recent meetings with all harbour users and fishermen, various options were being considered and a further meeting with all parties was scheduled to take place on Tuesday 3rd September.
4. REPORT  FROM  GREYSTONES  MUNICIPAL  DISTRICT  ENGINEER

A report on proposed works, and works carried out, was circulated and the District Engineer answered any queries from the members in relation to same.

Following discussion, during which the members commended the District Engineer on the works carried out in the area, members requested that the cycle paths around the town be swept as they were not being used because of the amount of dirt and debris on them.

5.  UPDATE  ON  CCTV  SYSTEM  FOR  GREYSTONES  TOWN  CENTRE

The District Administrator informed the members that part of the application process for seeking funding for the CCTV system was that the formal support of the local authority was required before the matter was discussed by the County Wicklow Joint Policing Committee, hopefully in September.

It was proposed by Councillor G. Walsh, seconded by Councillor J. Whitmore and agreed that the application for CCTV funding be formally approved by Greystones Municipal District.

6. UPDATE  ON  PROPOSED  EAST  COAST  GREENWAY

The District Administrator circulated a report received from Wicklow County Council in relation to the proposed East Coast Greenway.  

Following discussion the members requested a copy of the draft report on the Greenway and they sought clarification on whether or not a full Environmental Impact study would be carried out rather than just a study of the dunes.
7. NOMINATION  OF  MEMBERS  TO  TOURISM  &  TOWN  TWINNING  COMMITTEE

Following discussion it was agreed that Councillors M. Crean, T. Fortune, D. Mitchell & L. Scott would sit on the Tourism & Town Twinning Committee.

The District Administrator stated that a small contingent from Greystones had travelled to Holyhead for their annual July Festival and that the accommodation costs were circa €200.  Members agreed that this expense be paid from the Tourism & Twinning budget.
8.  NOTICES  OF  MOTION:

(a) Motion in the name of Councillor D. Mitchell:

“To consider details about the IDA seeking expressions of interest for its site and local business that are seeking land to expand”.

The District Administrator circulated a report received from Wicklow County Council in relation to this motion.  In response to a query from the members she informed them that they could not discuss a current planning application.

Following discussion the members asked that Council officials contact a local businessman who was seeking a site at the IDA land to expand his business.  They expressed the view that they should have an input into the proposed development for the IDA site and they asked for clarification on the Council’s proposals for their land at Killincarrig that had been earmarked for a Primary Care Centre.

(b) Motion in the name of Councillor D. Mitchell:

“To consider information on the status of the Codling & Kish Bank wind farms and whether they have received planning licences”.

The District Administrator informed the members that while the Department was accepting applications for site investigations, they would not be published for 3 – 6 months because the policy and legislation details were currently being developed.  She pointed out that there were no current applications from Wicklow.
Members referred to newspaper articles that stated that foreshore licences had been issued to Codling Bank and Dublin Array for wind farms as well as for the Kish Bank which was quite intrusive on the view from the area.  Some members suggested that the old system of granting foreshore licences was undemocratic as there was no public consultation involved.
Following discussion it was agreed that the District Administrator would check the position with the wind farm licences and inform the members.

9. CORRESPONDENCE
1. The District Administrator informed the members that she had received a request for funding from the Kilcoole Music Festival towards the cost of their 2019 event.  She stated that a sum of €1,500 had been given towards the festival expenses in 2018.  The members agreed to allocate a sum of €1,500 towards the 2019 event also.

2. The District Administrator informed the members that she had received a request from the Poseidon Lifesaving Club seeking to use one of the fishermen’s huts at the harbour for storage.  It was agreed that no decision on the use of the fishermen’s huts be taken until such time as a decision was made in relation to moorings.
10.  ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS
1. Councillor L. Scott referred to a pilot scheme by the four Dublin local authorities to provide electric car charging points at lampposts in their areas and she requested that Wicklow County Council request that Greystones be included in the pilot scheme.

Following discussion during which it was pointed out that the Council’s Climate Change SPC was considering all options for e-car charging points, it was agreed that the District Administrator would circulate the information from Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council in relation to the pilot scheme.

THIS  CONCLUDED  THE  BUSINESS  OF  THE  MEETING.
SIGNED:__________________________________________  

                    CHAIRPERSON

SIGNED: _________________________________________




            MEETINGS ADMINISTRATOR
Dated this _______ day of _______________________2019
